“Beware the Hobby that Eats”

(Benjamin Franklin)

Franklin Institute 2011

The Franklin Institute in Philadelphia, PA (www2.fi.edu) was host to the Northeast Robotics Clubs (www.nerc.us) 5th  Autumn Event on Saturday the 15th October.
Forty Five Bots had entered, spread over the five different weight classes , from the 1lb Ants up to the 30lb Featherweight and Sportsman classes and with few no shows it meant a there would be a busy fight schedule.

Competitors started arriving just after 7.00 am and fights started at 10.00 pm when the venue opened to the Public.  Pit space was tighter than last year with more space allocated to the audience but this proved worthwhile with good crowds throughout the day. A new feature this year was the large flat screen TV facing the pits. This was much appreciated as it allowed even those busy repairing their bots to keep up with the action and reduced the press of competitors around the arena for the most exciting fights.

The competition saw some new and/or much improved bots.  Most significant of these were the new 30lb Shell Spinner Tetanus (Fig 1) replacing the now retired Tripolar, a new 12lb overhead bar spinner Gnarly Pirate (Fig 2),  a improved Grande Tambor  (Fig 3) and the first major competition for the new Kitbots www.kitbots.com 3lb wedge kit Trilobite. (Fig 4).
All the weight classes were the classical double elimination except for the Sportsman class which was round robin.

Nine 1lb Antweights took part with brick Amatol and wedge Antelope vying  with drum bot Poco Tambor for dominance with Antelope taking the win in the final.

There was a strong field of 3lb Beetleweights, including 3 Weta kits a couple of battlebots toy based wedges and a few other drumbots and wedges.  The undoubted star was Grande Tambor. The weight of the massive drum had been reduced somewhat but that weight had been put to good use to improve the wheel hubs and to add Weta style side armour. The bot could always mete out big hits but now it could also survive them itself.

Most opponents had some big air time before tapping out.  Only Trilobite proved able to stand up to the Drum.  Its novel UHMW and Titanium wedge design worked perfectly to prevent big hits and its power was enough to get the best of any pushing matches. Trilobite won the first encounter early in the day and repeated the result in the finals to get First Place.

The 12lb Hobbyweights started with a bang with Blade spinners Surgical Strike and Gnarly Pirate meeting in one of the first matches. Surgical Strike took the worst of the damage (Fig 5) and was counted out.  Fiasco and  a repaired (thanks for invaluable help from Chuck of Team Pneusance) Surgical Strike ploughed through the Winners and losers brackets until meeting in a Final that reduced both to near immobility as drives proved weaker than Blades (Fig 6).  Fiasco took a deserved first place in a judges decision.

In the Sportsman class, the usually dominant flipper Upheaval being absent this year it gave some of the others their chance for fame,  New Flipper Phoenix and “blade on an arm” Enforcer were the most effective with Enforcer going unbeaten for the win.

The new shell spinner Tetanus put on a great show in the 30lb featherweights including a tough match against lethal vertical spinner General Disarray (Fig 7). Tetanus won decisively after removing most of  his opponents armor but at the cost of many of the teeth on his shell (Fig 8).

This may have cost him first place after facing the thick UHMW armor on the Hammer Bot Mangi in the finals.

Results


Ants


1st 
Antelope




2nd 
Poco Tambor




3rd
Amatol

Beetleweights
1st
Trilobite




2nd
Grande Tambor




3rd
Play'n Krazy

Hobbyweights
1st
Fiasco




2nd
Surgical Strike




3rd
Zandor

Sportsman

1st
Enforcer




2nd
Phoenix




3rd
Shish Kabot

Featherweights
1st
Mangi




2nd
Tetanus




3rd
ODW

The next major competition for NERC is scheduled to take place on February 18 - 19th 2012 at Motorama in Harrisburg PA. 

For details check out www.buildersdb the RFL http://botleague.net/ and NERC at www.nerc.us , come and watch or build a bot and compete, you will be very welcome!
You can see many of the fights mentioned in the article on Youtube by searching on the Bots name and “Franklin”.
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